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• Tapestry of New York is a website showcasing the creative work of 
New York students in honor of America’s 250th anniversary. 

• It's a project of the New York State 250th Commemorative 
Commission and WNET New York Public Media, in collaboration

 with NY's public media stations.

• The site features artwork and media from elementary, middle, and 
high school students across New York reflecting their unique 
interpretations of the American Revolution and the “unfinished 
revolutions” that followed.

• Submissions will be accepted any time from June –December 2026.

What is the Tapestry of NY?



• Students are asked to respond to the prompt 
"What does 'We the People' mean to you?"

• Supporting questions include:
o Who is included in your idea of “We the People”?
o What makes you feel like you belong to your 

community or country?
o Which historical and/or contemporary figures 

have fought for a more inclusive idea of “We the 
People”?

o Who is still left out from “We the People”?

Theme: We the People



Why participate?
• Tapestry of NY can be used in conjunction with an 

existing exhibit or display on the American 
Revolution or on any of the "unfinished revolutions" 
that followed.

• Amplifying student voices by sharing their work 
across the state is empowering for young people 
and helps to increase engagement.

• It's easy. The Tapestry of NY Educator Toolkit 
provides suggested lessons and additional 
resources to help students make connections to 
the theme and express their ideas through art.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can use the lessons in the toolkit verbatim or use them to generate ideas for your own lessons.



1. Register and receive a submission code.

2. Make sure students have the necessary history 
and civic knowledge to respond to the prompt. 

3. Guide students to create their projects. 

4. Ask students to write an artist statement.

5. Support students as they upload their 
submissions using the submission code and a 
submission template available on the website.

What does the process look like?



Student Privacy

• A signed parental/guardian release for is required before 
you can submit student work. The consent form is 
available for download on the Tapestry website.

• Upon registration, you'll receive two submission codes –
one is for anonymous submissions

• If you don't use the anonymous submission code, there 
is still an option to submit students' work anonymously.

• A detailed privacy policy is available on the website.



TAPESTRY OF NY WEBSITE TOUR
https://tapestryofny.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 You may do the website tour using either the live site or the screenshots below. A separate document with talking points is available should you choose to demonstrate using the live site.



"We the People"
Community Quilt Project

Part of the Erie County 250th Anniversary Celebrations

I. Introduction: 
a) Erie County 250 &

"We the People" 
Committee

II. General Quilt Project 
Timeline

III. Materials, Workshops, and 
Partnerships

IV. Other Erie County 250 Plans



"We the People..."

• Buffalo & Erie County 
Public Library

• Explore & More

• Concordia Cemetery
• Dr. Lillian Williams

• Arabesques



ABOUT THE QUILT
FACILITATORS
Will Kawalec 
Cultural and Community Manager at 
Explore & More, The Ralph C. Wilson, 
Jr. Children's Museum in Buffalo, NY.

Hannah Quaintance
Fiber artist and Community 
Engagement Manager, Buffalo & Erie 
County Public Library

Susan Buttaccio 
Manager of Special Collections
Buffalo & Erie County Public Library



PROJECT SUPPORT AND 
PARTNERS

• Erie County Historical Commission

• B&ECPL Libraries (both city and rural locations, as well as the 
Bookmobile)

• Explore & More Children’s Museum

• Stitch Buffalo

• Cultural Heritage Museums, Schools, Genealogy Societies



General 
Timeline

• Supplies
• Toolkit
• Promotional materials

• Children’s Workshops & Promotion at local 
Libraries, led by Children’s Museum Staff
Additional quilting opportunities developed
 by Library staff

July 2026

• Collection and piecing of 
quilt squares

• Community quilting at 
County’s Signature Event – 
August 2

May – June  2026

March – April 2026

August 2026

August/ September/October

• Exhibition/display of quilt(s)



Tar Beach by Faith RinggoldQuilt by Harriet Powers

Workshops & 
Materials
In Partnership with Explore & More 
and Stitch Buffalo

• Open call to Erie County residents
• Outreach to fiber/textile groups that meet at the libraries
• Opportunities to offer programs for Families and Children

o Facilitated by Explore & More
o Self-led workshops



Sample 
Prompts

Gender Euphoria Quilt Project 2025

• What in your life make you feel like you belong?

• What is your family history? Tell this story through 
an object, activity, or food tradition.

• What is the origin and history of your name?

• What does freedom mean to you?

• What is something that you love about the place 
where you live?



Project Webpage

https://www.buffalolib.org/whats-
happening/we-people-community-quilt-
project 
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Complimentary Exhibit (and shameless plug 
of our Rare Book Collection!)
• Piecing Together Our Past: Preserving the Documents of a 

Nation 

https://digital.buffalolib.org/exhibits/show/250-exhibit/250-exhibit-documents
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Patchwork of Our Community 
Squares from community organizations -- a part of our in-house exhibit 
https://digital.buffalolib.org/exhibits/show/250-exhibit/250-exhibit-images_squares
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Some Children’s Squares to Share



Beyond this 
Summer...

• Events and exhibits (including potential 
traveling displays) highlighting county 
history and diversity

• The quilt will be displayed at our local 
county fair in August

• Squares will be digitized and shared on our 
Digital Collections page which pairs with our 
Digital Exhibit!

• Partnership with Tapestry of New York



 

Questions?

Contact Sandy Goldberg 
goldbergs@wnet.org

Contact Susan Buttaccio
   buttaccios@buffalolib.org 

mailto:goldbergs@wnet.org
mailto:buttaccios@buffalolib.org
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