
Social Studies Collections: 
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org 

Freedom Riders Collection: Learn about the Freedom Riders, a courageous band of African American and white civil rights activists 
who in 1961 rode together on buses throughout the American South to challenge segregation. These video segments document 
the events and accomplishments of the Freedom Rides, and introduce you to the real human stories of those who helped change 
our history. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/frriders/ 

Latino Americans Collection: What are the stories of U.S. Latinos and how do they inform the broader American narrative? From 
southern Florida to the San Juan Islands of Washington state, from the pre-history of the nation through today's most contentious 
issues, Latino experiences illuminate our country’s history and its struggle to live up to its ideals. This collection of lesson plans, 
videos and classroom resources invites teacher and students to explore the history, people and issues chronicled in the PBS series, 
Latino Americans. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/latino-americans/ 

The Women’s Movement Collection: The Women's Movement was a diverse social moment in U.S. history. It sought equal  
opportunities for women in all aspects of their lives (personal, political, economic, etc.)  This collection includes resources to  
support teaching both waves of the women's movement. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-womens-movement/ 

Rise of Industrial America Collection: The photographs selected for the Rise of the Industrial America collection may be used by 
educators and students to illustrate American life and technological advancements between approximately 1876 and 1917, after 
the Reconstruction and before World War I.  A teacher's guide is included. It is intended for grades 6-12.  
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/american-industrial-age/ 



The US Presidency Collection: Explore the rich history and the institution of the U.S. Presidency—from George Washington to 
Barack Obama. Understand the duties and powers of the President of the United States and the First Lady, gather important back-
ground information with our Presidential biographies, and engage with videos and primary sources that place you back in time at 
some of the most pivotal turning points in American history. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-us-presidency/ 

Civil Rights Collection: In 1954, the Supreme Court's landmark ruling in Brown v. Board of Education declared segregated schools 
unconstitutional and sparked a decade of groundbreaking civil rights activism and legislation. Using archival news footage, primary 
sources, and interview segments filmed for Eyes on the Prize, this collection captures the voices, images, and events of the Civil 
Rights Movement and the ongoing struggle for racial equality in America. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civil/ 

Teaching the Constitution Collection: This collection includes resources that support teaching the fundamentals of the U.S. Consti-
tution. Students will understand the issues involved in the creation and ratification of the United States Constitution, the new gov-
ernment it established, and its continuing significance. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/teaching-the-constitution/ 

The War of 1812 Collection: These lessons are designed to enhance the educational value of the PBS program The War of 1812 for 
students in elementary, middle and high school. The lessons typically use program segments and broad thematic strands. They in-
tegrate and honor the contributions of all groups involved in the War. The lessons include specific quotes from noted authorities on 
the war and historians who write from different perspectives.  http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-war-of-1812/ 

PBS NewsHour Collection: PBS NewsHour Extra helps teachers and students identify the who, what, when, where and why-it-
matters of major national and international news stories. This collection pairs the Daily News Story with discussion questions,  
lesson plans and stories developed specifically for students. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/daily-news-story/ 

African/African American Culture Collection: This collection provides examples of West African and African-American music, 
dance, and storytelling. Performances include: a Nigerian welcome dance, Togolese cleansing dance, Mahouka stilt dancing, and a 
Malian drum and dance group, as well as music and dance from slave communities in the southern U.S.  
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/afriam/ 



Frontline Collection: Explore a variety of issues from around the globe, in this collection of resources from FRONTLINE: health, 
science, technology, business, economy, financial, criminal justice, education, environment, family and children, foreign affairs, 
defense, government, elections, politics, race, and social issues. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/fl/ 

America’s Sons: The Lomax Collection: Born in 1915, Alan Lomax was a folklorist who recorded the songs and stories of folk 
groups across the rural United States, the Caribbean, the British Isles, Europe, and Morocco. Between 1933 and 1942 Lomax trav-
eled throughout rural Kentucky to record songs for the Archive of American Folk Songs at the Library of Congress. In this collection 
you will hear a sample of the songs Lomax recorded in Kentucky. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/americas-songs-the-
alan-lomax-collection/ 

Dream On Collection: In an epic road trip, political comedian John Fugelsang retraces the journey of Alexis de Tocqueville, whose 
study of our young country in 1831 came to define America as a place where anyone, of any background, could climb the ladder of 
economic opportunity. Explore how immigration, economics, incarceration rates, and education all contribute to understandings 
about the American Dream in this collection of resources from the film, DREAM ON . http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/
dream-on 

The Story of the Jews Collection: The Story of the Jews is a five-part, five-hour public television series written and presented by 
historian and critic Simon Schama. Drawing on Schama’s immense scholarship, his acute and original viewpoints, and his own fami-
ly history, he offers a series that is both deeply historical and bracingly contemporary. This collection offers you access to class-
room-ready videos and articles in the following areas: ancient history, the Middle Ages, 17th-19th centuries, late 19th-mid-20th 
century, and modern Israel.  http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-story-of-the-jews 

The Orphan Train Movement Collection: Between 1854 and 1929, nearly a quarter of a million children from the East Coast of the 
United States were resettled under what came to be known as the Orphan Train Movement. This collection of video segments 
from the West by Orphan Train documentary explores the origins of the movement and the experiences of the young riders 
through archival photographs, historical re-enactments, expert interviews and first-person accounts from Orphan Train riders. 
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/orphan-train 



Teaching the Civil War Collection: The Civil War was a pivotal moment in U.S. history—occurring at a time when technology was 
rapidly changing how people connected and communicated, the twin debates over slavery and federal power vs. states rights were 
reaching a climax, and arguments over women’s rights became increasingly pressing. This collection brings together a diverse set 
of resources to consider the causes, context, and course of the Civil War.. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/teaching-the-
civil-war 

The Black Panthers Collection: Explore the Black Panther Party, its significance to the broader American culture, its cultural and 
political awakening for black people, and the painful lessons wrought when a movement derails. This collection features classroom 
resources from the acclaimed film, The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution. Through film clips, discussion questions, lesson 
plans and digital engagement, students will learn about and explore a pivotal movement that has new relevance in an era that has 
seen the rise of the “Black Lives Matter” movement. The Black Panthers condemnations of injustice, oppression and brutality in 
the late ‘60s and early ‘70s reverberate again in one city after another. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-black-
panthers-vanguard-of-the-revolution-collection/ 

Ken Burns: Jackie Robinson Collection: Enjoy this collection of resources surrounding Ken Burns' 2016 documentary Jackie Robin-
son. Featuring clips from the documentary and a selection of lesson plans, students can engage with the life story of Jackie Robin-
son and the broader Civil Rights movement. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/the-story-of-the-jews 

Hamilton’s America Collection: GREAT PERFORMANCES: “Hamilton’s America” provides a behind-the-scenes look at Lin-Manuel 
Miranda’s smash hit Broadway musical Hamilton. “Hamilton’s America” blends history, footage of Miranda’s writing process, and 
scenes from the musical itself to create a vibrant and engaging film about the making of the musical and the preservation of Alex-
ander Hamilton’s legacy. This collection includes clips, classroom activities, discussion questions, handouts, and teaching tips con-
nected to the film. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/hamiltons-america 

Finding Your Roots Collection: The basic drive to discover who we are and where we come from is at the core of the 10-part PBS 
series Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the 12th series from Professor Gates, the Alphonse Fletcher University Pro-
fessor at Harvard University and director of the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research. http://
ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/fyr 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/episodes/hamiltons-america/


Germans From Russia Collection: This collection includes award winning documentaries on Germans from Russia focuses on rich 
history of Germans from Russia and their migration to America. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/teaching-the-civil-war 

The Abolitionists Collection: In the mid-19th century, the abolitionist movement in the United States sought the immediate eman-
cipation of all enslaved people. These passionate antislavery activists—men and women, black and white, northerners and south-
erners, poor and wealthy—led the struggle that forever changed the nation. The media assets in this collection feature historical 
reenactments and expert interviews that tell the story of some of the people and events that shaped this movement.  
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/abolitionists 

Community Classroom—Women’s History Month Collection: ITVS Community Classroom is a film and curriculum resource series 
that brings to life some of today’s most vital social issues by pairing film modules from award-winning documentaries with stand-
ards-based lesson plans. This collection celebrates Women's History Month by focusing on women and girls around the world. The 
films tell powerful, personal stories; and the activities encourage students to learn and understand international struggles and take 
an active role in addressing local concerns. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/womens-history-month 

Digital Public Library of America Collection: Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) Primary Source Sets are designed to help stu-
dents develop critical thinking skills by exploring topics in history, literature, and culture through primary sources. Drawing online 
materials from libraries, archives, and museums across the United States, the sets use letters, photographs, posters, oral histories, 
video clips, sheet music, and more. Each set includes a topic overview, ten to fifteen primary sources, links to related resources, 
and a teaching guide. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/dpla-teaching-guides-primary-source-sets/ 

37 Weeks—Sherman on the March Collection: General William T. Sherman’s first foray into Georgia. He and his army stayed for 
37 weeks. Each of the segments will tell a story, a story that does more than just outline a military campaign. These will be stories 
that make us feel and understand the human dimension of war: What did it feel like when Sherman’s army - 100 thousand strong - 
was bearing down on your town or city? What was motivating Sherman’s fateful decisions? What was it like for the foot solider on 
either side of the battlefield? What were some of those twists of fate or ironic moments that war inevitably produces? http://
ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/37-weeks-sherman-on-the-march/ 



America’s Heartland Collection: America’s Heartland gives an inside look at the people and processes involved in bringing food, 
fuel, and fiber to those in the United States and around the world. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/americasheartland 

George Washington and the American Revolution Collection: Dive into media-rich resources from George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon that highlight his role as a leader during the American Revolution. See the progress of the war through the actions and de-
cisions of General George Washington, such as direct confrontation, military strategy, disease prevention, and spy techniques.  
http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/mtvernon 

The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross Collection: ITVS Community Classroom is a film and curriculum resource series that 
brings to life some of today’s most vital social issues by pairing film modules from award-winning documentaries with standards-
based lesson plans. This collection celebrates Women's History Month by focusing on women and girls around the world. The films 
tell powerful, personal stories; and the activities encourage students to learn and understand international struggles and take an 
active role in addressing local concerns. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/womens-history-month 

Native American Heritage Collection: Take a fascinating look at Native American art, history, and culture as told through the histo-
rians, artists, students, and scientists in this featured resource collection.  http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/native-
american-civilizations-us-history/ 

War of 1812 Collection: These videos, images, and media-rich lesson plans allow you to bring stories from the battlefront into 
American history, world history, and health classrooms. Compare veterans’ recounted memories of World War II and Vietnam to 
understand how these wars shaped American culture. Analyze artifacts and oral histories that reveal important experiences of a 
nation during times of conflict. Use recent veterans’ personal stories to engage in a discussion of how the choice to become a sol-
dier and the experience of serving relate to personal values and goals. http://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/soldiers-veterans
-and-war-in-american-life/ 


